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The All-City Junior golf tournament has a long, distinguished 
history. The names on the winner’s trophy go back to 1974 
and about 30% of those have either once worked in the 
golf business or are currently doing so. A large number are 
leaders in their respective communities. 

Of all these wonderful athletes and sportsmen, 
one—Sam Bakken—left a deep, long-lasting 
impression on those who knew and played 

golf with him. Sam won the trophy in 
1976, at 13 years old—the youngest 
ever to win it. He won it again at 

age 16, becoming the � rst to 
win it more than once. Dan 

Waldoch remembers Sam as 
an outstanding athlete who 
worked hard, even in off-
season, practicing golf in 
his garage during the winter. 

“Sam was just one of those 

young men that inspired others, was respectful, honorable, 
and worked hard at everything he did,” Dan said. 

Laif Olson, himself an outstanding golfer and community 
leader, was Sam’s friend. What Laif remembers most about 
Sam is his great sportsmanship, as someone always 
encouraging others, even if they were trying to beat him. 
“Dedicating the trophy to the memory of Sam Bakken is 
a very appropriate thing for the Junior Golf Association to 
do,” says Olson, “especially since our mission is to teach 
sportsmanship through the game of golf.” 

Tragically, while jogging in 1981, at age 21, Sam died of a 
stroke, leaving Dan Waldoch and all those who knew him 
to wonder what impact he would have had on the world if 
he were still with us. Thus, the association is changing the 
name of the tournament to the SAM BAKKEN CLASSIC. “We 
are looking to rejuvenate this junior event,” says Waldoch, 
“and honor a person who stood for all that we try to teach 
our youth.”   

DJGA FUND RAISER EVENTS
May 23  Spring Shootout Riverwood
  2 Person Best Ball

June 4  Sheila Schafer Tom O’Leary
  4 Person Scramble

June 13  Spirit of the Game Riverwood
  3 Person Best Ball

June 14  Spirit of the Game Hawktree 
  4 Person Best Ball

Aug. 3  Parent Junior Tom O’Leary
  2 Person Alternate shot
  1 Junior & 1 Adult

Sept. 4  Autumn Classic Prairie West
  3 Person Shamble












